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Sawston FC Regular Church Activities but please check diary below for full details or contact the relevant
group.
st

1 Sunday of month

Sunday

10.30 am
3.00 pm
10.30 am
6.00 pm
10.30 am
6.00 pm
10.30 am

nd

2 Sunday of month
rd

3 Sunday of month
th

4 Sunday of month
th

5 Sunday of month

10.30 am

Monday

Alternate - see diary

10.00 am

Tuesday

Term time only

Wednesday

Fortnightly see diary

Thursday

Term time only

Saturday

Last Saturday of month

6.15 – 9.00pm
2.00 pm
10.30 – noon
10.30 am

Morning Worship
Messy Church
Holy Communion
Quiet Time with God
Morning Worship
Reflective Service with Communion
Go4th:Worship of Song, Prayer, Praise with the Worship Band
No evening service
Morning Worship
No evening service
Craft Group
Boys’ and Girls’ Brigades
Wednesday Fellowship
Time for Tots
Monthly Prayer Meeting

For further details of these activities, please contact one of the Elders (see back page).
Four housegroups meet regularly. For information contact the Minister or Church Secretaries.

Three Churches Services and Dates for Your Diary
Date

Sawston

Castle Camps

Sun 3 Nov

10.30am: Morning Worship- Rev Mike Wilson
3.00pm: Messy Church

10.30am: Holy Communion
- Rev Bruce Waldron

Mon 4 Nov

10.00am: Craft Group (page 12)

Sat 9 Nov

Church Workday: 8am (page 7)

Sun 10 Nov

10.30am: Elders Service
6.00pm: Quiet Time – Mary and Sue

10.30am: Remembrance Service
At All Saints

Sun 17 Nov

10.30am: Bruce’s LAST SERVICE
- Rev Bruce Waldron
6.00pm: NO SERVICE

10.30am: Family Service
- Mr Bob Parkin

Mon 18 Nov

10.00am: Craft Group (page 12)

Sun 24 Nov

10.30am: Go4th

Sat 30 Nov

10.30am: Monthly Prayer Meeting (page 12)

10.30am: Morning Worship
- Penny Flynn

This diary appears on the website. If you know of anything else you would like on the web diary, email: contact@sawston.com

Rotas

Nov 3
Nov 10

Car
Helen Sharpe 834805
Jill Legg 01799 218318

Flowers
Joan Moore
Janet Parr

Nov 17
Nov 24

Car
John Conway 833953
Malcolm Mackintosh 709904

Flowers
Maggie Jones
Rosemary Harriss

The closing date for December Contact is Friday 15th November
David Nunn is the editor, so please email your items
to contact@sawston.com or anne.nunn@btinternet.com
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From the minister’s desk
This will, of course, be my last contribution to Contact as your minister.
In the URC we tend to start the word ‘minister’ in the lower case rather
than use a capital M, because we want to affirm that it is a function we
perform rather than an office we hold. So the minister, is called, to
minister. That is, to work alongside of, to attempt in every way possible
to tend and care for the people God entrusts into his or her ministry and
to enable them to minister. So it is an ‘alongside’ rather than ‘authority
over’ role.
The success of that depends very much on the people in a church understanding that the
minister is called by God to do that, so there is a recognition in our churches that we all,
together, want to make that calling possible. In the same way, a minister understands that
the calling of elders has to be enabled by the minister, and respect and love are the means
of that enabling. This does not assume perfection. Our faith, our love for each other is like
God’s love for us, in all of our strengths and failings unremitting. We call it grace, and it’s
our experience, our faith, that we live in God’s presence because of the grace of Christ.
Any person who is attached to a church should be able to know instinctively that their wellbeing with God is part of the responsibility God has laid on the elders and the minister, and
the whole church too. Ministry / eldership is a costly role, with only the power of love, God’s
love- and grace, on its side. As with God who in Christ has entered into our living, our
rejoicing, our suffering, our dying, ministers and elders are called to enter into these with the
people God has trusted into their care. Ministry of any form in the church is modelled on
Christ who became flesh for us, out of love for us, so that we can know that God is a part of
our birthing, living, dying, suffering, rejoicing, failures and successes. There is no power but
grace and love, and that carries with it a great vulnerability. If it doesn’t, it isn’t Christian
ministry. It might look like it, but it is something else.
The church exists for that same purpose. So what we do as church should never be for
ourselves, but always for those whom God loves, the people whom God has put in our way,
just to love them, like Christ, the church being willing to give of itself for the world. It will at
times be very costly and require of us great love, or it is not the ministry of Christ. If our
thoughts or actions as church are self-protective rather than focussed on how we can
express God’s love to the world around us, with what God has given us, we are not
following Jesus.
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Dietrich Bonhoeffer contrasts what he calls “cheap grace” and “costly grace”. Cheap grace
means grabbing our pardon and reconciliation with God as something for our comfort alone.
Costly grace, Jesus type grace, knows that grace is a gift so that we might give. So we are
all ministers of that grace, with different responsibilities in different ways.
I’ve loved being your minister. I’ve loved ministering with you, even when you’ve gone in a
way different to what I would have gone, because I know God is the great architect and I
know you, like me, genuinely want to be agents of God’s kingdom of mercy, grace and
peace, overarched with love. So thank you for ten and a half extraordinary years with
Sawston and Little Abington, and the last three with Castle Camps. I’ve been blessed by it,
and I hope you feel you have too.
When I get off the plane in Australia, and they ask me my occupation, I’m going to say
“Grandad”! I think God’s call to me at this time is to be there for my family in a way they
have not had for a long time. I will find, no doubt, that God has other places for my life’s
energy to be spent, but I don’t know what that is yet. I will as time unfolds. One thing I am
conscious of. I have the gift of life, and that gift is given to be used, for God’s purposes,
whatever they may be.
I feel a profound responsibility for the rest of our planet at this moment, and like the last
paragraph of Vision 20/20 says, it is the greatest, most urgent challenge facing the church
today; that was written back in 2002. It is so much more true now. Perhaps I will have
more freedom to pursue that aspect of my stewardship for God in a more single minded
way in the future.
I will predictably find, in due course, a church to be a part of, and you will be a dynamic
church with another minister, of course. But I will always have much of Sawston and Castle
Camps in my heart, and will love to hear from you, either by email or facebook or whatever.
Go and do great things for God. Save the world, and all who live on it. The blessing, peace
and grace of Christ be with you.
Bruce
=========================================

On the 17th November I will be concluding my ministry at Sawston Free Church and Castle Camps
United Reformed Church. From that date, my current email address will cease to be used. If you
would like to stay in contact me after this date, please ask me for my new email address.
After the 17th November, please refer all church related matters to:
secretary@sawstonfreechurch.org.uk
or to the Eastern Synod of the United Reformed Church,
admin@urceastern.org.uk
Rev. Bruce Waldron
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From Sawston Free Church Elders
Dear Friends,
As you know, Bruce is retiring on 17th November and at the end of November he and Sharn will be
moving back to Australia.
The Elders wanted to write to you to explain what will be happening after Bruce retires, when we
will be in vacancy.
Rev Paul Whittle, Synod Moderator, will be our Interim Moderator and will support us throughout
the vacancy. He will help us with the process of recruiting a new minister. There are implications on
scoping in this Synod but Paul will keep us informed. Paul also plans to take our Sunday morning
communion services, Christmas and Easter services and chair church meetings and elders meetings.
The elders have discussed this in detail and are very positive about the time of vacancy. Everyone at
Sawston Free Church will be working together as a team and communication between us all is key.
The last time we were in vacancy was a really positive time for us all and we foresee that happening
again. It’s good for a church to face a time of change like this – time for a good refresh. People are
naturally anxious about change and the anticipation of it but we hope everyone feels reassured by
the elders’ view on this and will take an active part in that change. It is certainly not a time to be
feared. God has a plan for us. We should all approach this time with Hope, Faith and Love.
During this time (which is likely to last several months, through to summer 2020 at least) we have
planned a number of visiting preachers from the United Reformed and Methodist churches to fill
our preaching rota – all popular preachers at SFC. So this will be a real treat having such variety.
We are arranging cover for funerals, services at Orchard House, assemblies at schools, etc. Other
churches in Sawston are happy to help us out.
Please bear in mind that the elders and Church Secretary will be here as usual. Any matters that
would normally go to the minister should now go to the elders.
Please be reassured we will remain a busy, enthusiastic and active church!
If you have any questions, please ask any of the Elders.
Best Regards,
Your elders - Maggie, Mary, Mike P, Sue S, Anne N, Yvonne
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Message From Castle Camps

November is now here and the darker nights are with us. The trees are
changing colour and losing their leaves; but the different colours of the leaves
are lovely.
We had a very Happy Harvest Festival with a service in the morning which
coincided with the United Service, when we were joined by our Anglican
friends from Castle Camps, Shudy Camps and Horseheath. It was taken by
Rev. Bruce Waldron, ably assisted by Rev. Ian Fisher.
The same evening, we had our Harvest Songs of Praise and we enjoyed a
wonderful sing in a nicely decorated chapel. The highlight of it was a duet by
Sara and James Davey – “Seasons” – written especially for the occasion by
Sara.
The produce from our Harvest festival was taken to Jimmy’s Night Shelter and
the offertory went to East Anglian Children’s Hospice.
Several members of our congregation joined Sawston and Shudy Camps
churches for a trip to the Elephant & Castle United Reformed Church for the
ordination and induction of Jacob Bali. It was a very moving occasion, with
many friends and family attending, many wearing the most beautiful clothes
made from lovely coloured materials and some with head dresses to match.
They looked stunning and made us feel rather drab beside them, but their
exuberance was infectious. The food that followed was plentiful and exotic
and we were introduced to some things we had never heard of before. We
wish Jacob and Esther every blessing and hope that they will return to tell us
all about their new life one day.
November will be a sad month for us, as we shall be saying goodbye to Bruce.
He has been a great influence on our church which is much appreciated and
we shall sorely miss him. We wish him and Sharn every happiness with their
family in the future and hope that we shall keep in touch.
We send our best wishes and God’s blessing to you all.

Val and Friends
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Our Reverend Bruce !
Thank you Bruce for all your enthusiasm, energy, compassion, leadership, laughter and friendship
which you have brought to us in Sawston since you arrived ten years ago.
You, Sharn and Caillin the dog arrived after six years of ministry in Bungay, Suffolk during Easter
week in 2009. Your Australian sayings took us by storm, though we were somewhat used to Sharn’s
Scottish accent! (Though her rendering of the toast to the Haggis left us speechless one Burns
night!)
Our churches have been blessed by your ministry here and we can only wish you a safe journey
home to your family and many, many happy years with them as you enjoy your retirement in
whatever form it may take.
You have left us with some amusing memories, some thought provoking sermons and many friends.
Go now in peace, never be afraid,
God will go with you
Each hour of every day.
Go now in faith
Steadfast strong and true
Know he will guide you in all you do.
The Elders
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There can be little doubt that both as a Minister and a person, Bruce Waldron was, and is, very
much a ‘one off’. We can be pretty certain we won’t see his like again.
From Little Abington’s point of view, of course, the last few months have been difficult.
We have faced a ‘double whammy’. Not only the loss of our Church but now, the loss of a much
respected Minister and Christian leader. Bruce led us through the first of these difficulties with
much dignity. Obviously the closure of a Church is something no Minister would desire, especially
approaching the end of his/her Ministry. Thank you Bruce for all your support.
Bruce didn’t differentiate between people inside the Church and those who never attended Church.
He offered the same level of Service to all human beings. He carried out his duties with
understanding, enthusiasm and compassion. Many positive comments came from people that
probably Bruce was totally unaware of.
On a personal level Bruce and I shared much good humour and music. Bruce introduced me to
songs that I didn’t even realise had been written - and I had to attempt to play them. Never having
had a music lesson and with sight reading skills that were pretty feeble, to say the least, I did my
best to rise to the challenge. The words ‘bring your guitar’ became commonplace. By the Grace of
God, we seemed to be able to play music together without practice, more due to Bruce’s skills than
my own!
There is an old saying, ‘behind every good man is a good woman’. Bruce will know that to be true.
Very best wishes for a long and happy retirement to you both.
David Rose
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We shall miss Bruce for lots of reasons.
He hit us like a gale force wind.
He made us do new things.
He encouraged us when we were flagging.
He supported us when our flame was burning low.
He loved us all even when we (I) was being difficult and stubborn.
He enthused people who had gone off religion.
He exhausted us.
He made us laugh.
Whilst he was kicking us into action he was supported all the way by Sharn who must / is an
outstanding woman
Val Spencer – Castle Camps
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Bruce was always supportive and offered practical help during my time leading Wednesday
Fellowship, especially with the technical issues!
Nothing was too much trouble for him.
He came to most of the Fellowship's celebrations, including the Georgina Boat trip, where he
commandeered the wheelchair to ferry the less able bodied members from boat to minibus. During
one summer garden party he serenaded us with his guitar and he always enjoyed sharing the cakes!
You will be greatly missed Bruce
Helen
-----------------------------------------------

I shall miss you Bruce a great deal. You have not only been my minister, but I hope you will let me
count you as a friend. I have never come across such a hard-working minister, who has reached out
into all the little corners of his “patch” with such compassion and understanding.
We will remember all the fun and laughs too Bruce. There was nothing that you would not put your
hand to, be it sewing up morsebags, cleaning up Sawston, or, of course, taking us through great
services!
We took Sharn into our lives too. She has achieved so much in her own life here, and doubtless has
exerted a great influence on Bruce’s work. She has fitted in so well, even doing battle with the
laptop! It has been great to know her.
Now they will return to their homeland and their family. One thing I am sure of is that they will be
missed greatly. I have a sneaking feeling that they will miss us too.
Hazel
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I am the chairperson at the Castle Camps Good Companions Club (many years ago we
were the Over 60’s). Because of my contact with Bruce at the Castle Camps URC, I asked
if he would celebrate and conduct the Harvest Festival meeting at the club which he has
done for the past 2 years.
Bruce talked with great enthusiasm about his and Sharn’s life here in England and also the
harvests they have enjoyed during the past 17 years. We had Prayers and Harvest songs
and a couple of Australian funnies.
In everything Bruce does there is always his great religious belief intertwined with fun and
laughter.
It’s a bit like the Lord Mayors Show !! who do we get to follow that next year??
Maureen McKenna
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Although I am not a great church goer, I never felt that this was held
against me and I have always enjoyed his friendliness, sense of
humour, fun personality and encouragement with Contact.
Bruce is a character that you will never forget once you have met
him.
The pastoral care given by Bruce is exceptional and both Anne and
I have appreciated this side of his ministry.
I wish both Bruce and Sharn a very happy return to Australia which I
am sure will give them both a new lease and energy for life.
Enjoy your retirement Bruce, you deserve it. It will take a long time
to cycle across Aussie land!
David
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Church Workday – November 9th - 8am till noon
Please come and help keep our premises looking good.
There are various tasks to suit all talents and capabilities
from painting to gardening, and a chance for a chat
over cake and coffee.
Please let me know if you can come it really helps
me to plan the work.
Thank You
Gordon (833983)
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Editors Note
My daughter, Lisa and her partner Nick feel very strongly about the climate crisis
and have been involved in peaceful marches in Bristol and London. Nick also
travelled to London with a friend Jessica.
The following is an article written by Jessica of her experience….

I chose to be arrested with Extinction Rebellion. Here’s why.
After months of careful consideration, I decided I was arrestable in October 2019 because it felt,
and still feels like the best way for me to respond to how I feel about the climate crisis right now.
The UN said last year that we had 12 years to make unprecedented changes to our society to avoid
catastrophic climate change. Yet since then, very little has actually changed. The science says it’s an
emergency, but the UK government is distracted with other, frankly less important issues. We don’t
yet have anything like the momentum we need to make the change needed at scale. I want
everyone to wake up, pay attention and realise the predicament we’re in, so we can make a fair
and just plan for how to act, together. And get started — now.
Along with the youth climate strikes, Extinction Rebellion and its commitment to non-violent direct
action is moving the agenda forward faster than anything I’ve seen before and I’m proud to be a
part of it. The movement is based on groundbreaking research by Harvard political scientist Erica
Chenoweth and Maria J. Stephan, which shows that peaceful mass civil resistance has historically
been the most effective way of achieving rapid system change around the world.
I’m a law graduate and a business owner. I’ve been working for 10 years in the world of sustainable
business. I work with lots of well-known brands to help them be more responsible and respond to
the climate and ecological crisis. I love my work, and I’m fortunate to work with leading sustainable
companies who truly want to make the world a better place. But I keep getting this nagging feeling
that it’s not enough. Everything needs to be so much faster.
I was arrested just off Trafalgar Square on the 10th October, for engaging in non-violent peaceful
protest. I wasn’t doing anything crazy. I was simply sitting in the road.
I’ve never been arrested before. I sat in the street calmly as the police officer read me a statement
from a piece of paper saying if I didn’t move I would be arrested. He begged me to move to the
pedestrianised area of Trafalgar Square, where I ‘could continue to protest legally.’
But I didn’t move. Instead, I pulled out my book and read out an extract from a poem called
Hieroglyphic Stairway by Drew Dellinger. Fellow rebels and the police listened on.
It’s 3:23 in the morning and I’m awake because my great great grandchildren won’t let me
sleep.
my great great grandchildren ask me in dreams what did you do while the planet was
plundered?
what did you do when the earth was unraveling?
surely you did something when the seasons started failing?
as the mammals, reptiles, birds were all dying?
did you fill the streets with protest when democracy was stolen?
what did you do once you knew?
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Adrenaline pumped round my body as I heard the words: ‘You are under arrest.’ Two officers
picked me up and carried me onto the pavement.
We had to wait for the special units to cut out some other protestors that had been lying near us,
they were locked together with a metal arm tube.
We sat on the pavement waiting. A choir came up and asked if they could sing for us. In a beautiful
moment, they unfurled a banner ‘Christians against climate change’ and sang Amazing Grace to us
in four-part harmony, and gave all us arrestees a blessing.
XR wellbeing representatives hovered helpfully, offering us smiles and moral support, food and
snacks. Orange-bibbed legal observers stood close by, keeping a close eye and taking notes on
everything the police did. A friend from my affinity group passed us bars of chocolate, warm clothes
and newspapers to sit on. Passers by gave us thumbs up, smiles and thank yous.
And then into the cage in the back of a police van, the ride through London to the police station. A
long wait outside before we could be registered. The police were kind to us, we even laughed and
joked. They said we were nice, we talked about all sorts of things, our favourite biscuits, Marvel
comics, haircuts, Brexit. The female police officer took me and another woman I’d been arrested
with inside to the staff section of the police station so we could use the loo.
As the duty sergeant was recording all my personal property, he said they’d bring me a meal and
cups of tea. I asked him if I could take my reusable coffee cup into my cell with me so I could avoid
the single-use plastic cups. He looked at me, paused for a moment, and said yes I could. And then
he said “You know, you’re the first person who’s ever asked for that!”
I was in the cell, alone, for 3 hours. When I was released, three wonderful XR arrestee support
volunteers were there with hugs, a Thermos of tea, bananas, nuts and biscuits and a lift home. I was
in good spirits, and felt very well looked after. That’s the heart of this movement. The support
systems are beautiful and astonishing and remind me how much we’ve lost and how we much need
to rebuild in our communities.
Critics keep focusing on the hypocrisy of the people in Extinction Rebellion, for travelling by car or
flying, for eating at McDonald’s, or the most ridiculous one — having clothes and tents made out of
synthetic fabrics. I know this deflection is these people’s way of responding to difficult information
about climate change that they don’t want to hear or accept responsibility for. One of the key
principles of XR is to avoid blaming and shaming individuals. We accept that we all live in a system
that holds a tight grip, and no one person is to blame. By default, each of our very existences has a
carbon and environmental impact. Personal lifestyle changes are part of the answer, but pressuring
governments and big business to change is the only way we’ll get where we need to be. Squabbling
about who is or isn’t perfect isn’t a helpful way to spend our time when we need to be having
urgent and grown up conversations about the cliff that we’re hurtling towards. We haven’t even
figured out where the brakes are yet, our foot is still firmly on the accelerator.
When I think about the future, I think about my family. I have a niece, she’s 7 weeks old as I write
this. She’s the most adorable little person. And when she grows up I want to be able to tell her that
I did everything I could to ensure a future for her where she’d know what a bumblebee was, or a
coral reef, or what it felt like to watch birds in the garden. (There are 80% fewer insects than when I
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was born 33 years ago.) I do want kids of my own at some point soon, but I do worry about the kind
of world I’d be bringing them into. The idea of potentially having a criminal record is quite scary,
but it’s nothing compared to the fear I have for our future if we don’t act.
One of the best things about XR is the people. It’s energising and inspiring spending time around
passionate, informed and educated people who are willing to make personal sacrifices to protect
our future. There have been more than 1,400 arrests so far this October, and there were more than
1,000 in April too — including doctors, teachers, scientists, gardeners, MEPs, journalists, lawyers,
former police officers, religious leaders, students, grandparents. Most, like me, had never been
arrested before. They just felt compelled to do something drastic to respond emotionally to the
situation they are in. I feel in very good company.
It was frustrating to hear many people walking past our protest camps making comments that we
should get jobs, or one lady who said down her nose, ‘I trust you’re not taxpayers’. In fact, I am a
taxpayer, I run my own business, I have a mortgage, I volunteer in my community. Most people in
the Rebellion had taken a week or two of precious holiday, or like me, unpaid leave, to be there and
fight for all our futures. Anyone who’s arguing that XR is the wrong type of protest and chooses to
ignore it might be able to do that for now, but support for the movement is growing and it won’t go
away. The climate crisis won’t go away. The droughts, fires and floods will keep coming, the people,
animals and insects will keep dying. And we’ll still be here, begging our leaders to finally face up to
the truth, and act like the truth is real.
Feeling the grief for the damage we’ve already done is difficult, painful and scary. But it’s what we
all have to do to move forward and embrace the positive vision of our future. I want to be someone
who tried. When people come to understand this, perhaps my decision to get arrested will make
more sense to them.
Whatever happens, I know one thing. We’re on the right side of history.

Jessica
Following this article, Bruce comments as follows:
Imagine this scenario. A resident of a block of flats enters the building, and realises a fire has
started in the waste bins under the block. She races up the stairs shouting "Fire, Fire." One of the
residents rings the police because someone is making a disturbance.
She breaks down the door of the refuse room, trying to get to the source of the fire, in the vain hope
she can put it out and save the lives of the people living there. The police arrive, ignoring her
warnings and arrest her.
The block of flats is soon ablaze: devastation and deaths. The woman is charged with disturbing
the peace.
Genesis 1 reads:
Then God said, ‘Let us make humankind in our image, according to our likeness; and let them have
dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the
wild animals of the earth, and over every creeping thing that creeps upon the earth.’
27:
So God created humankind in his image, in the image of God he created them; male and female he
created them.
God did not give people this responsibility so that they could destroy creation, but to be
faithful stewards. As God's stewards, what is our responsibility to God at this moment in
history? I believe it is to shout "Fire!" as loudly as we can, before it is too late, for the sake
of all creation, and because of our responsibility to God.
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Betty’s Story
Betty was born in 1931 in a council house at Wickham Brook in
Suffolk. The family moved when she was a baby to a farm house, and
then when she was three years old they moved in to a new
bungalow built on her Grandfather’s land. She is the eldest of four
children. Her father worked on the farm for Justin Brooke who was a
well known fruit grower in the area. Her mother, before she was
married, worked as a house maid nearby.
Betty was brought up on the farm, and cycled to school at Denston
and left her bike at her Auntie Dot’s who lived next to the school. It
was a four mile round trip. Denston had a small Church of England
school with about forty children. The head teacher was a widow with
three sons, two in the navy (this was war time) and one in the RAF. If
the children did not have to write in their lessons, they spent the
time knitting sea boot stockings, mittens and scarves for the
services! After school she helped sort things out in a nearby shed for
the war effort e.g. Acorns, milk bottle tops.
Betty left school at 14, which was the end of the war and went to
work for Justin Brooke. He employed students and young people in
the summer to help harvest the fruit. He provided meals and
accommodation for them. Betty joined the canteen and helped the staff cook a full breakfast and cooked
lunch and supper for them all. She worked seven days a week with one half day off a week. She left them at
the age of 18.
She then went to work at Oliver’s in Bury St. Edmunds, which was a large grocery store. She started at the
bottom and worked her way up to working in the accounts office balancing the books. She said this has
always been how she has wanted to work in her life, starting at the bottom and working her way up. She had
Thursday afternoons off and all weekends, a big plus from the previous job!! Her pay was £3 a week, £1 for
bus fares, £1 for her Mum for her keep, and £1 for herself.
She joined as a volunteer for the Royal Observer Corps and went to Waterbeach for a course, where she met
Alan who was stationed there in the RAF. Alan was demobbed in 1952 and returned to London but the
relationship continued!
They married in 1954 and moved to Blackheath into a furnished flat in a Victorian house for 3 guineas a
week! (£3.3shillings) Blackheath was an upmarket part of London in those days!! Alan worked for an
engineering company and she joined the British Ropes Company in Woolwich Road ordering materials for
making ropes for ships. She had to use two buses to get there, earning £5 a week.
They moved to a flat in Woolwich Road nearly opposite The British Ropes factory, thus saving her the bus
fares. The rent was 12/6p a week but the flat had no running water or electricity. They had to carry the
water in buckets upstairs for use. They used gas lamps and a gas cooker for cooking. There was a flush toilet
outside downstairs. They used the launderette down the road for their washing. But they saved money and
it was so close for Betty’s work. They saved up so Alan could buy a motor bike.
Betty’s father developed cancer and she went home every weekend to see him. Alan’s company moved to
Surrey and they decided it was too far to move there to be away from her family, so Alan got a job at
Marshalls in Cambridge and lived with Betty’s family whilst Betty stayed working in London coming home at
weekends. They eventually bought a house in Stanley Road, Cambridge. Her father sadly died the night
before they moved to Cambridge.
Betty got a job at Marshalls in the buying office. Their daughter Sally was born in 1960 and after Sally was
born she did not go back to work. Pete was born in 1964. When Pete was eight months old, they moved to
her current home in Babraham Road. Alan in the mean time had moved to Whittlesford to join his friend Reg
who had started a Christmas tree factory. But the day Alan started work there his friend died, so Alan was
left in charge of the business. Alan stayed there until he retired.
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Betty was a busy Mum! She was dinner lady at the John Faulkner and then moved to helping cook the school
dinners, using her skills from Justin Brooke’s farm. When Pete went to Secondary School she went back to
work at Marshalls and worked from 9-3pm, so she would be home when he came home. She retired at the
age of 60 years.
Betty became involved in the W.I (on the committee), cleaning the church under Vi Belbin, did the make up
for SLOG (Sawston Light Opera Group) with Wendy Hocken, (Alan sang in this group), she also helped run the
Junior Church with Doug Irish. She also took over the catering from Vi Belbin. After she retired she became
an elder at Sawston Free Church. She organised the Christmas dinners in the 90’s. She also helped prepare
and serve with a friend at wedding receptions in different venues in the Cambridge area.
Sally married David in 1986 and Matthew was born in 1995 and is now a qualified doctor working in
Winchester. Pete married Sarah in 1999.
Sadly Alan died after a long illness in 2018, and will always be much missed.
Betty continues to be really actively interested and involved in the church, helping talk to the parents at
Time for Tots, assisting at the Orchard House services, continuing with pastoral visiting, and regularly
attending worship.
Mary Simuyandi
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sawston Free Church
Craft Group
We meet in the back hall of the Church on alternate Monday mornings 10am & 12noon.
Dates for November: 4th & 18th . For more detail contact Yvonne 473937 or Pam 834220
Flower Rota 2019
It is always welcoming to see the flowers in church. So please remember to put your name down on
the flower rota which is at the back of the church. For more information please contact Rosemary
Harriss on 832854 or any of the other flower ladies: Rosemary Livings, Linda Moxon, Janet Parr or
Vivien Ford (when in Sawston)
Time For Tots at Sawston Free Church
Time for Tots is a church run group for babies and preschool children and their carers. During our weekly
session there is time to play, make things, chat, have a drink and snack, have a bible story and sing some
songs.
For more information please contact Rosemary. Email: timefortots@sawstonfreechurch.org.uk
Prayer Meeting
Please remember the monthly prayer meetings held at 10.30am on the last Saturday of each month.
Everyone is welcome to come to pray or just be with us - you would be most welcome. If anyone
would like to talk to me about the meeting I would love to hear from you.
Please ring me on 520383 – Sue Lelliot
Important Dates
Sunday 10 November/Remembrance Sunday – Elders Service
Saturday 16 November afternoon – Bruce’s farewell do – NEW DATE
Sunday 17 November 10.30am – Bruce’s last service and the bring/share lunch afterwards.
There will be no evening service on Sunday 17th November.
The leaving do on 16th is strictly by invitation only –because of limitations in space and catering.
Please remember -- RSVP to Maggie ASAP
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'Not only in my presence, but much more
now, in my absence' (Phil 2:12)
I find myself with a verse from a much-loved Charles Wesley Hymn running round my head:
StF 608 v 4

E'en now we think and speak the same,
and cordially agree;
concentred all, through Jesu's name,
in perfect harmony.

Throughout the hymn, Wesley is meditating upon a favourite theme of his: like St Augustine of
Hippo, he believes that in worship we become joined to the angels, and to saints who have gone
before us, who worship continually around the throne of the Lamb in heaven.
These lines are also Charles Wesley's:
StF 208

Let earth and heaven combine,
angels and men agree...
(altered to 'angels and all' in our hymn book)

StF 358

Let earth and heaven agree,
angels and men be joined ... (altered to 'angels and people sing' in our
hymnbook, which is understandable, but
regrettable, for it loses the crucial 'joined')

StF 32

Vying with that happy choir
who chant thy praise above,
We on eagles' wings aspire....

The second element of the theme is that just as the saints and angels in heaven are 'joined' in a
profound ecstatic spiritual unity by their worship, so too are we on earth 'joined' as a fellowship.
The saints in heaven are united totally. They are one with God (John 17:20 ff). But we too, though
not yet totally conjoined, are yet 'concentred' through Jesus into a perfecting harmony. (I think we
have to understand the 'perfect harmony' of 608 as an aspiration in the process of fulfilment.
Nevertheless, our joyous experience is that it is - at least in part - already fulfilled in us.)
Our as-yet-imperfect conformity to Christ (Phil 3:10 - our 'becoming like Christ') is expressed in
Wesley's 'Even now (in this life) we think and speak the same, and cordially agree.' (608 again. And
again, an aspiration in the process of fulfilment.)
I particularly note 'and cordially agree' (again, 608). This 'thinking and speaking the same' is no
mere social or even intellectual matter. It is cordial - that is, it is of the heart. When we are joined in
true worship we are joined not by our social conventions or by our intellectual consent, but through
the joining of our hearts, the very place, that is, where God has written his law. (Jer 31:31)
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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I am conscious that this is the last As I See It that I shall compose during Bruce's ministerial
oversight of our fellowship. In my time here, I have known no other ministry than his, and so,
happily, am not in a position to make comparisons. What I notice is that under Bruce's oversight we
manage to embrace a remarkable spectrum of age, background, skills, interests and ethnicity. I
notice too the lengths to which our church goes, as a community, to take what we find in worship
among ourselves into the community - the village, and the world - so that, as our mission statement
says, what we find in our worship might be, as far as we are able, a blessing to society. Our
agreement, surely, is indeed cordial - of the heart. So much so that even when in our heads we
disagree (what Wesley would say was over mere opinions) we do not allow that to threaten the far
deeper unity of our hearts. Without that, we would never have come through some of the more
tricky conversations of recent years as well as we have.
Bruce, you have led us well. Let us pray that we are not so foolish as to forget in your absence what
you have taught us by your presence.
StF 32

Spirit, Comforter divine
praise by all to thee be given;
till we in full chorus join,
and earth is turned to heaven.

October Elders Meeting

Maggie

Elders discussed in detail how to cover various areas of SFC’s work when we are in vacancy after
Bruce retires , e.g. Writing for Contact & Sawston Scene , funerals, services at Orchard House,
Go4th services to name just a few.
Nicola Grieves, Synod’s Children’s & Youth Development Officer, is planning to become more
involved with SFC’s Messy Church whilst she takes part in the URC’s research project around Messy
Church, along with two other churches. This should greatly benefit both SFC’s Messy Church and
URC.
There was concern that Brigades are low in numbers currently. Bruce is planning a fundraiser event
on 26th October which should also raise awareness about Brigades in the village.
St Mary’s have been looking at their mission and becoming an ECO church. Alan Partridge will come
to our next Elders meeting to tell us more.
Elders are still trying to find a date everyone can make to go through fire evacuation training. Now
been resolved!
Concern was expressed about the need to find someone very soon to take responsibility for
cleaners liaison.
Bruce spoke about the practicalities of closing down the Little Abington URC in terms of furniture
and equipment.
It was highlighted that we needed a special church meeting on 6th October to ask agreement for
Eileen Wheatley coming into membership. This has since taken place. Sue Lelliot standing down as
Elder would be highlighted too. And also Maya Nunn’s blessing on 17th November (Sue & Nick
Nunn’s granddaughter).
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Statement on Syria
The leaders of three Churches, including the President and Vice-President of the Methodist
Conference, have released a statement calling upon the UK Government to take urgent
action to prevent an escalation of the conflict in Syria.
Following reports from our Church partners in Syria, we are extremely concerned about the
impact on civilians of the assault on north-eastern Syria by Turkey.
The diverse people of the region were just beginning to see some respite from the turmoil
and destruction that has overtaken them during the past 8 years of war. The region urgently
needs a political settlement that guarantees a place for every citizen. The people of northeastern Syria, both Muslim and Christian, need and desperately long for freedom and
stability in order to live side by side in peace.
We appeal to the UK Government to take urgent and decisive political action to ensure that
a further escalation of conflict is averted. We appeal for all parties to work for a sustainable
peace based on agreements that guarantee respect for human rights and a complete
rejection of violence.
Mr Derek Estill, Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church
Revd Dr Barbara Glasson, President of the Conference of the Methodist Church
Prof. Clive Marsh, Vice-President of the Conference of the Methodist Church
Revd Tony Peck, General Secretary, European Baptist Federation
Revd Nigel Uden, Moderator of the General Assembly of the United Reformed Church

A prayer for Syria
Gracious God,
We weep with those in Syria,
crying out for those who have been killed,
for those who grieve loved ones,
for those who face the chaos and upheaval of losing homes and livelihoods,
for those who are injured, traumatised and violated,
for those whose futures have been stolen from them,
for those seeking power through violence.
Turn these cries of lament into calls for justice.
Convict our politicians, world leaders, and the international community to work together
create a way of lasting peace.
Give strength and wisdom to religious and community leaders in the region who seek to
build bridges across divided communities.
Challenge each of us to work for a world which enables freedom, respect and stability
for all people.
In the name of Christ,
Amen
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Church Directory

Minister
Rev. Bruce Waldron

The Manse, 3 High Street, Sawston
Email: revbruce@sawstonfreechurch.org.uk

Tel
836786
07814 920187

Secretaries:
Maggie Jones - Sawston
Lynne Riecansky – Lt. Abington
Val Spencer – Castle Camps

21 Hillside, Sawston
7 Meadow Walk, Great Abington
20 South Road, Abington

565637
893295
892214

Elders: Sawston
Mary Simuyandi
Anne Nunn
Mike Purdy
Sue Sisk
Sue Lelliott
Yvonne Sparrow

28 New Road, Sawston
10 London Road, Sawston
42 Granta Road, Sawston
63 Babraham Road, Sawston
26 Park Road, Sawston
25 Edinburgh Ave, Sawston

837433
832913
830903
833508
520383
473937

Joint Treasurers:
Lynne Hays
Terry Penny

Baggot Hall, Station Road, Harston
April Lodge, 81 Brewery Road, Pampisford

871800
833635

10 London Road, Sawston
Email: anne.nunn@btinternet.com

832913

Church Bookings

Maggie Jones, 21 Hillside, Sawston

565637

Church Website:
Facebook page:

www.facebook.com/SawstonFreeChurch

Contact Editors
David & Anne Nunn

www.sawstonfreechurch.org.uk/

Are you looking for…
A conference hall that can seat up to 100
A venue for a special occasion: birthday party,
anniversary party, a reception after a wedding,
a place to gather after a funeral, a baptism or blessing
Cosy rooms for small groups or counselling
Rooms or places where people can meet & talk
A quiet space for spiritual reflection & prayer

Look no further!
We cater for everyone and for a wide variety of events!
For more information email: bookings@sawstonfreechurch.org.uk
or contact Maggie Jones – 01223 565637
Rental costs are between £18 to £25 per hour, including tea and
coffee making facilities.
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